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IDENTITY IN THE AGE OF ANCESTRY DNA

ANCESTRY 
SYNCHRONICITY






The Nature of Narrative
People are storytelling animals.

Walter Fisher
Narratives often read more like fairytales 
than genealogy. Elizabeth Stone





Discovery of 
the Iceman






Marie Mosley…
had exactly the same DNA 
as the [5000 year old] 
Iceman.

Marie was a relative 
of the Iceman himself…

That could mean 
only one thing.  



One of the strangest, and at first, surprising 
things about this story…is that Marie began 
to feel something for the Iceman.



She had seen 
pictures of him 
being shunted 
around from 
glacier  to 
post-mortem 
room, poked 
and prodded, 
opened up, 
bits cut off.  



To her, 
he was 
no longer 
just the 
anonymous 
curiosity 
whose 
picture had 
appeared in 
the papers 
and on 
television.

She had 
started to 
think of 
him as a 
real 
person 
and as a 
relative –
which is 
exactly 
what he 
was.

 







WE 
CONTINUE 
TO CHANGE 
AND EVOLVE



Protocol

Preview

Results

Discussion



Protocol

Post-test 
ConversationDNA TestPre-test 

Questionnaire DNA Test



Results
We’ve published our
findings in a wide variety
of publications. 



The DNA Discussion Project
at West Chester University
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Race is a construction and
ancestry is a construction. 
The science describes the 
world and as humans we 
judge, often to our own 

detriment. 



One interesting ancestry informative marker 
is HERC2. It is associated with European 
heritage, but not always…

Scientists studying the genetics of eye color 
have identified that a mutation called HERC2 
turns brown eyes blue.

The variation has only existed for 6 to 10,000 
years, prior to that everyone had brown eyes.

Between 8 and 10 % of the population has 
blue eyes.

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fopen.prodir.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2016%2F10%2Fblue-eyes-scaled.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fopen.prodir.com%2Fen%2F2016%2F10%2Flook-deep-into-my-eyes%2F&tbnid=EqR4OY8y2jw-kM&vet=12ahUKEwisgOiL_7DzAhVQlHIEHZngC2wQMygGegUIARDfAQ..i&docid=neebbtXSAF7SBM&w=2560&h=1707&q=person%20with%20blue%20eyes&client=firefox-b-1-d&ved=2ahUKEwisgOiL_7DzAhVQlHIEHZngC2wQMygGegUIARDfAQ


EDAR’s a gene on chromosome 2 that plays 
a key role in the development of hair and 
skin before you're born. The EDAR gene 
mutation has high derived frequencies in 
East Asians and is associated with a suite of 
physical characteristics, most famously, the 
thickness of hair shaft and “shovel-shaped” 
incisors. It is a reason people of East Asian 
ancestry seem to have very thick straight 
hair and can look young and androgenous.

https://www.ancestry.com/lp/what-are-genes
https://www.ancestry.com/lp/chromosomes


The overwhelming majority of people of 
African descent have a particular variant of 
the Duffy gene.  The Duffy phenotype is 
exceedingly rare among Caucasians. The 
variant provides a level of resistance to 
malaria. Some have felt that if offers 
Africans a level of resistance to COVID. The 
DARC gene is one of the most racially 
informative markers.





European

Native
American

African

Asian





European

African





European

African

Native 
American

Other



How many of these people have
African ancestry?

They all do!



How many of these people have
Asian ancestry?

They all do!



How many of these people have
Native American ancestry?

They all do!



How many of these people have
European ancestry?

They all do!



A B C D

African
Asian

European Who’s 
profile is 
this?



Which of these people has NO 
East Asian Ancestry? 



Central 
South 
Asian

European

Other



African European

East 
Asian

Hispanic





Asian

Native 
AmericanAfrican

European



Participant



Participant



Participant



Participant





Participant

81% Africa Sub-
Saharan
13% Asia 
South
5% Europe 
Northwest
2 More 
regions



Before
DNA Test

After
DNA Test

How will others react to your DNA profile?

Surprised
10%

Positive
52%

Confused
4%

Curious
24%

Other
10%

Surprised
33%

Positive
9%

Confused
10%

Curious
23%

Other
25%



How will the DNA test change your family narrative?

Add to 
narrative

Adjust 
completely

Do more 
research

Won’t 
change



Add to 
narrative

Adjust 
completely

Do more 
research

Won’t 
change

How will the DNA test change your family narrative?



Female Male

How will the DNA test change your behavior?

No change
30%

More research
43%

Other change
27%

No change
50%

More research
42%

Other change
8%











I am proud of 
my heritage. 

I don't believe these 
results are mine! 

The lab must have 
made a mistake.









In sum... 

We are each totally unique.

We may need to be categorized sometimes.

But since we have made these categories 
we can remake them for a better world.



What is your profile?

What is your story?

www.wcupa.edu/dnadiscussion
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