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THIS PRESENTATION IS DEDICATED 
TO THE MILLIONS OF PEOPLE 

WORLDWIDE AFFECTED BY COVID-19 
AND THOSE WHO LOST THEIR LIVES
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KEY THEMES

1. U. N. Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) (2015-2030)

2. The COVID-19 pandemic and its impact 
on SDGs

3. Our collective future (2021 to 2030)…the 
path ahead
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THE U. N. SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT GOALS
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https://sdgs.un.org/goals



U. N. MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS 
(MDGS) AND SDGS – KEY DIFFERENCES

• U. N. Millennium Development Goals (MDGs):
2000-2015 (8 Goals)

• Key Differences in SDGs (2015-2030) (17 Goals)
• Absolute goals 
• More comprehensive in scope
• Inclusive process for goal setting
• Universality (applicable to all nations)
• Different model for funding
• Emphasis on data
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THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC 
AND ITS IMPACT ON SDGS
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Global COVID-19 DATA (March 10, 2021)

Johns Hopkins University of Medicine 
Coronavirus Resource Center  
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html

https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html


RAPID INCREASE IN 
COVID-19 CASES

Four interconnected contributory factors:

1. High R naught: A high reproduction number (that is, the 
number of other people infected by one infected person) 
of 2-2.6, with some estimates to up to 3.9 

2. Asymptomatic and mild cases: The large number of 
asymptomatic or mild symptom cases

3. Long Incubation Period: The relatively long IP, whereby 
most symptomatic infected individuals experience 
symptoms by the 11th or 12th day

4. Survival of the virus in environment: The capacity of the 
coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2) responsible for COVID-19 to last 
on surfaces for up to three days, in the case of plastic and 
steel.
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https://www.oecd.org/coronavirus/policy-responses/flattening-the-
covid-19-peak-containment-and-mitigation-policies-e96a4226/
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Johns Hopkins University of Medicine Coronavirus Resource 
Center https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/data/new-cases

As of March 3, 2021

https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/data/new-cases


DIFFERENT TRENDS IN 
DIFFERENT PLACES

There are several factors that affect different trends: 
•  Timing: how long the virus has been circulating 
• Preexisting health conditions: the health of underlying 

populations; areas with more people in high-risk 
categories will have higher incidence of disease 

• Response: the actions countries or regions take to slow 
the spread of the disease; areas that take a more 
aggressive approach from the beginning with social 
distancing and testing will have fewer cases than 
countries that take a more laid-back approach 
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https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/covid-19-basics/understanding-covid-19/module-4-epidemiology-
understanding-the-spread-of-covid-19#/lessons/nKZ5tdYlzKNZUC8t7EW9opyeBfxLIdPK



RESPONSE TO COVID-19: 
KEY PILLARS

1. Surveillance and detection; 
2. Clinical management of cases; 
3. Prevention of the spread in the community; and 
4. Maintaining essential services. 
• Actions across the four pillars complement and closely 

interact and support one another. For example, 
containment measures based on identification of cases 
and contact tracing heavily depend on excellent 
surveillance and detection infrastructures.
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https://www.oecd.org/coronavirus/policy-
responses/flattening-the-covid-19-peak-
containment-and-mitigation-policies-e96a4226/

https://www.oecd.org/coronavirus/policy-responses/flattening-the-covid-19-peak-containment-and-mitigation-policies-e96a4226/


ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS TO 
TACKLE COVID-19
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CONTAINMENT AND MITIGATION 
STRATEGIES FOR COVID-19

1. Containment strategies
Aim: To minimize the risk of transmission from infected to 
non-infected individuals in order to stop the outbreak. 
Actions: 1. Early detection of cases; 2. Contact tracing; 3. 
Confinement of affected persons. 
2. Mitigation strategies
Aim: To slow the disease, and to reduce the peak in 
health care demand. 
Actions: 1. Social distancing; 2. Full or partial society 
‘lock-down’; 3. personal hygiene; 4. Environmental 
hygiene.
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https://www.oecd.org/coronavirus/policy-
responses/flattening-the-covid-19-peak-containment-
and-mitigation-policies-e96a4226/
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OUR COLLECTIVE FUTURE...
THE PATH AHEAD
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FUTURE OF COVID-19 
PANDEMIC?

• Emergence of new strains (United Kingdom, 
South Africa, Brazil) and their spread

• Vaccine coverage (the journey from 
“Vaccines” to “Vaccination”)

• COVID-19 fatigue with its consequences
• Regions within nations with mini-epidemics
• Disease becoming endemic over the years
• Availability of effective treatments and 

cures
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A FEW ADDITIONAL 
CONSIDERATIONS

• Cost of COVID-19 pandemic
• Economy of nations
• Vaccine coverage
• Global collaboration
• Equitable distribution of resources
• Leveraging technology
• Political will (urgency, continuity)
• Public-Private partnerships
• Health in All Policies (HIAP)
• Healthy Systems strengthening (including public health)
• Future preparedness 
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COST OF RECENT DISEASE 
OUTBREAKS
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https://preventepidemics.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/01/RTSL_Protecting-Health-Care-
Workers.pdf

McKinsey & 
Company has
estimated that 
preparations to 
prevent and fight 
future pandemics 
would
cost $70 to $120 
billion to set up over 
two years and $20 
to $40 billion to
maintain thereafter.

https://preventepidemics.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/RTSL_Protecting-Health-Care-Workers.pdf
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http://www.oecd.org/economic-
outlook/december-2020/
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services/our-insights/when-will-the-covid-19-pandemic-end

https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/healthcare-systems-and-services/our-insights/when-will-the-covid-19-pandemic-end


26

Gopal Sankaran 3/10/2021
https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/covid-
vaccine-tracker-global-distribution/

https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/covid-vaccine-tracker-global-distribution/


27

Gopal Sankaran 3/10/2021

Devlin & Connaughton, 2020
https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2020/08/27/most-
approve-of-national-response-to-covid-19-in-14-advanced-
economies/
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HEALTH IN ALL 
POLICIES (HIAP)

• Action on the Sustainable Development Goals 
means acting on the determinants of health 
and well-being. 

• These determinants are frequently shaped by 
political decisions and public policies - policies 
which can support health and well-being or 
can fail to take account of their impacts on 
health and equity.

• Health in All Policies (HiAP) offers us new ways 
to confront major 21st century challenges to 
health and well-being, including safety and 
security.

World Health Organization. (2019).  Adelaide Statement II (2017) on Health in All Policies. 
Adelaide: World Health Organization, Government of South Australia. 
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331585/WHO-CED-PHE-SDH-19.1-eng.pdf?ua=1



KEY TAKEAWAYS
• COVID-19 has halted and reversed progress in several 

SDGs
• Economic impact and public health are not at 

crossroads. 
• Health systems, including public health,  in most nations 

need strengthening
• Pandemic preparedness needs concerted resources 

and actions both nationally and globally
• Public-private partnerships are critical to future progress 

towards SDGs
• Economic resources and political will to reach SDGs 

require urgent attention and action
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ONLY TIME WILL TELL…
WHETHER HUMANITY 

KEEPS UP ITS PROMISES 
TO FUTURE GENERATIONS
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THANK YOU!
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