Libraries as virtual spaces

As part of an interconnected web of systems

A transition accelerated by the COVID-19 pandemic

* increased reliance on online sources
* library instruction entirely online
* library help largely online
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Academic libraries as participants in the scholarly communications ecosystem
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Scholarly communication value cycle, source: Maxwell, Bordini & Shamash (2016) Scholarly communication cycle, source: ACRL

Participants: Scholars > Publishers > Database Vendors > Libraries > Scholars



Sustainability of the Scholarly Communication Enterprise
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High Corporate Publishing Profits vs. Public Access to Knowledge

_Open Access OPEN (o} ACCESS
i - eliminating the pay wall
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A movement accelerated by the COVID-19 pandemic

Access to evidence-based knowledge to draw upon for real world problem-solving
(pandemics, climate change, social justice, to name a few)

But who pays for publication?
Author pay models
Funder pay models
Library pay models

Institution pay models

(All'in play)



Knowledge generation and the culture of sustainability
at West Chester University
disseminated and promoted globally through the

West Chester University Libraries
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Where we are the locally-sourced scholars, editors, reviewers, publishers, disseminators, and librarians



But still part of a global enterprise with global impacts

Ecological footprint of bepress

(Recently made part of the Elsevier publishing megaconglomerate)

Servers are part of Amazon Web Services (AWS)
With a goal of running on 100% renewable energy by 2025
Amazon Web Services & Greater water efficiency for cooling

High volume of electronic device recycling
Biking, walking, public transportation and rideshares to Berkeley office
Along with recycling and composting

Amazon Web Services



Where to from here?

Increasingly virtual
Increasingly open?

Increasingly inclusive?

More alternate narratives?

More voices changing our story from one of
an extractive and exploitative society to one of a regenerative and inclusive society?



