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24 Things to Do in West Chester in ours

July 13,2018 // by Anastasia Brown (https.//www.collegemagazine.com/author/anastasia-brown/)
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Looking for a hip, upbeat town to visit in Pennsylvania that will make even the Quakers quake with
excitement? Look no further than West Chester. From the Main Street to its own university, everyone will find
something in this town. In a college town (https./www.collegemagazine.com/top-10-college-towns-youll-
never-want-leave/), you'l find things open at all hours of the day. From mini golf to hiking to a huge selection
of bars, West Chester will surely keep you entertained for your entire stay.

CHECK OUT THESE 24 THINGS TO DO IN WEST CHESTER FOR A WILD
AND CHARMING TIME.

6 AM.GO FOR A MORNING RUN IN WEST GOSHEN COMMUNITY PARK
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TkhFDmyNHTMIDwgKagyB1ybCDrQTk3LEYIQL FUzgefMfggUNIDGHhCRELBArQnVVPbySw_crliXs5dyO
4cCKYNJJ4LEOLgXW4mtKN2QXqwGCPza7MIKmp9l730174ZtrlpNEXZtCClgpm6ECelxuMxtUv8K1UkMa
atczl 6uUD5sbQPat_jiGO-Bb6HI-prVms7kCtszgArCaxc-

QiIXBCKMHeGtcbXKoS6PEKQ3SuUPBel aR5sy3cCOIBrQMTX_D7fbiRA&theater)

We get it: You don't want to get up early. But, a morning run will wake you up and get you ready for your
exciting day in West Chester. You'll find a number of running trails in West Chester, including the loop in West
Goshen Community Park, located less than two miles outside of downtown WWest Chester. The trail provides
scenic views with lots of trees, which look beautiful in the fall. Besides the running trail, you'll find other
attractions in the park such as volleyball, basketball and tennis courts as well as picnic areas. Almost every
review on Yelp complimented the clean and well-stocked bathrooms in the park, so don' fear if you need to
pee during your time in the park. You'l also find an outdoor concert venue in the park. Check out the free
concerts on Sunday nights for a variety of music such as a cappella, Irish rock and country music.

7 AM. FUEL UP WITH BREAKFAST AT NUDY’S CAFE
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facebook.com (https:/www.facebook.com/128257137254900/photos
/basw.AbprA7yZFP3ILIUUYKO}VjXh3X1C_54KyQZe3jWOC08XL pkvg2oqqUYiYAMIVeSGelbgnoBP2Zx
mMjgnFEW_gtYumVXikM5AM31mu6YjjHoRYKhBLONYZhmFBb5sSHj7NMATV-iXKNcU8wdn-
30hzljvHQhQkdbjWsEFKM616ratsgdJg.1220228561391080.10154545302090922.128258303921450.1220

47751/128258303921450/ ?type=1&
opaqueCursor=Aboo_nuHvAxCljzeUlFjhe)GqiVOjh4sIRo_pVBTmgKghvusMsSR340FGeVXzsZbgPfelV
XiB591peFhr8L hONKoPoonr2roWaBZXoE4MeJNdzoXcZ0Om2b1Z6BXGo7fugmzUxloldXaZgA3-
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hYr7sXBMIm8sab2MuielwdMgQdweOLIQpENomCajw2GOTactVG_CHyQzX1fMww&theater)

After your morning run, you'll definitely want some quality breakfast food to get you through the day. Stop in
Nudy's Cafée for all of your breakfast needs. With over 100 items on their menu including eggs benedict,
French toast and omelettes for breakfast, everyone will find a meal to suit their taste. Their lunch options
include salads, cheesesteaks, soups and more. ‘At Nudy's, the pancakes were the size of the plates they
were served on and they were really good,” West Chester University sophomore Freddie Potts said.
Sometimes you just need that classic diner food and Nudy's will surely give you that comfort.

8 AM. GET LOOSE AT LOCAL YOGA CAFE

facebook.com (https:./www.facebook.com/Localyogacafe/photos

/a.534072213441135.1073741828.508295766018780
/939332062915146/?type=3&theater)

Relax and get a great workout with some yoga. Connect with your inner Zen at Local Yoga Cafe, located right
off West Chester's main street downtown. *A lot of people like the Local Yoga Café on Market Street. It opens
at 7:30 am. and offers yoga classes for all skill levels,' \W/CU junior Renée Bilbrough said. In addition to yoga
classes, Local Yoga Café also offers snacks and drinks to grab after your class. Choose from kombucha, chai
tea, cold brew coffee and other drink options to stay pumped up for the rest of the day. Regardless of your
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r2KVIoSRtS99G8KLXXKafVexdHITPUXTWOBEGTpTV-
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PuJryTB_k4hsVwc2BommVI7iGf4uuKgnZIwipgecmQiiFstOmwGL DpEeZceCc&theater)

Nothing gets college students excited quite like their school mascot (https./www.collegemagazine.com

/top-10-rowdiest-mascots/). At WCU, look out for a golden ram named Rammy walking around the campus.
You'll find Rammy around the campus during campus tours and other big events. West Chester University's
campus exudes beauty with the variety of stone buildings, greenery and a huge grass quad, so you should
definitely bring a blanket to lie on and enjoy the West Chester air while you search for Rammy roaming
around. Get your picture taken with Rammy as a fun documentation of your time in West Chester.

10 A.M. LEARN ABOUT PEOPLE AT THE WCU MUSEUM OF ANTHROPOLOGY AND
ARCHAEQOLOGY
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facebook.com (https:/www.facebook.com/WCUMuseumofAnthropologyandArchaeology

/photos/a.165259354284513.1073741829.164638041013311/165250540051161/ ?type=3&
theater)

Anthropologists study the development of human culture, and archaeologists study human history through
the findings of artifacts. Check out the \WCU Museum of Anthropology and Archaeology for a cool blend of
these two studies. Students co-curate the exhibits based on the Department of Anthropology and Sociology's
collections. Here, you'll find collections from all over the world. Past exhibits include Indigenous Andean hats
and headdresses, a collection of children’s books and toys that show how we learn about culture as
children, and an exhibit that shows the struggle for human rights in Latin America.

1T AM. HIT A HOLE IN ONE AT TEE IT UP GOLF
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instagram.com (https.//www.instagram.com/p/BYUe2VGhoJ8/?hl-en&taken-

at-269468572)

Mini golf unleashes your inner child no matter how old. Check out Tee It Up Golf for a fun golfing experience. If
you want to practice your game and just hit around, check out their driving range course. They offer a 52-stall
driving range, and you can practice rain or shine since 26 of the stalls offer cover from rain. In addition to the
driving range, check out their 18-hole mini golf course. The course offers holes for a range of skill levels, and
they even display an amazing Tee It Up Tower in the course. Plus, every Sunday from 9 a.m. 1 p.m., everyone
pays half price

12 PM. GRAB LUNCH AT COUCH TOMATO CAFE
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instagram.com (https./www.instagram.com/p/BjAX2LkhDDR

/?hl=en&taken-by=thecouchtomatowc)

In a jam-packed day of fun, you obviously need to account for eating times. Luckily, the downtown area of
West Chester offers so many great restaurants to choose from. One includes Couch Tomato, located right on
Gay Street, one of the main streets in West Chester. Choose from a variety of food options for a tasty meal,
such as cheesy breadsticks, apple BLTs and pasta salad. “It has amazing sandwiches, salads and pizzas that
are made with relatively locally grown ingredients. They have rooftop seating which | love,” Bilbrough said. If
you feel like a couch potato in the middle of your day in West Chester, chill out and grab a bite at Couch
Tomato.

1P.M. GO ON A HIKE AT STROUD’S PRESERVE
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facebook.com (https./www.facebook.com/StroudPreserve/photos
/a.537379799768416.1073741831.118403418332725/755959374577123/ ?type=3&theater)

Stroud's Preserve sits on 571 acres of once-pastured grasslands, working farmlands and woodlands that now
serves as a place for hiking and other recreational activities. “Whenever the weather is nice | love to visit
Stroud's for a hike. It clears my mind after a stressful day and seeing everyone’s dogs is an added bonus,’
WCU senior Jess Powell said. On your hike, you'll see gorgeous rolling hills with lots of trees and other
greenery. Stroud's Preserve serves as a beautiful and relaxing break from downtown West Chester.

2 PM. GO BACK IN TIME AT THE CHESTER COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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instagram.com (https.//www.instagram.com/p/BiFmc6tB6Mf/?hl-en&taken-at=10137323)

Learning about a town's history makes you understand it better. Learn all about Chester County at the Chester
County Historical Society. The museum sits right in the middle of the city's downtown. A lot of history exists in
Chester County from the Battle of Brandywine to the Civil War. At this museum, you can explore more than
300 years' worth of history through rare documents, photographs and newspapers. Chester County Historical
Society fulfills their mission to inspire, inform and build community identity by preserving these artifacts and
sharing Chester County's story.

3 PM. STOP FOR A SNACK AT DIA DOCE GOURMET CUPCAKES
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facebook.com (https./www.facebook.com/DiaDoce/photos
/a.275945512446120.78025.160358390671500/1259375750769753
/?type=3&theater)

Everyone loves cupcakes. Even mediocre cupcakes still taste delicious. But if you want a really good cupcake,
check out Dia Doce Gourmet Cupcakes. They started off as a food truck in New York City specializing in
beautiful and locally sustained cupcakes. In 2010, they relocated to West Chester and found their home. “Dia
Doce Gourmet Cupcakes is awesome because they create interesting flavors and were on a TV show for best
cupcakes,” WCU senior Chris McCann said. Their unique flavors and their ingredients set them apart from any
other bakery you've binged at. Their menu changes seasonally and even weekly based on the local
ingredients. Some of their cupcake flavors include white velvet, cereal and milk, maple bacon and blueberry
buttermilk pancake. One cupcake costs $3, and you can get a box of four cupcakes for $10. What a great deal
for the quality of these cupcakes.

4 PM. FUEL UP WITH A SMOOTHIE FROM JACO

10 of 31 5/19/2021, 1:41 PM



24 Things to Do in West Chester in 24 Hours https://www.collegemagazine.com/24-hours-in-west-chester/

facebook.com (https.//www.facebook.com
/JACOJUICEANDTACOWC/photos
/a.564466843647782.1073741830.495267373901063
/1739013176193137/ ?type=3&theater)

What goes better than juice and tacos? According to Jaco: nothing. At Jaco Juice and Taco Bar, choose from a
variety of dishes on their menu from quinoa porridge, breakfast burritos, roasted veggie burriots and Philly
cheesesteak quesadillas. "Jaco is a favorite of many students. Everyone loves their smoothies and Acai
bowls," Bilbrough said. The types of food made at Jaco makes it a pretty unique restaurant and the perfect
place to continue snacking in West Chester to keep your energy up.

5 PM. BECOME A BOOK WORM AT THE WEST CHESTER PUBLIC LIBRARY
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facebook.com (https./www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10206807016247506&
set=p.10206807016247596&type=-1&opaqueCursor=-AbpLSVm2oeGR-
T_cXikNZToP_CjggMWORDfW1hOpEiXFmo3M4S2_AdnSeHKd2pOgjogNBoLWLj4yGNJonHN
OHSVcZH5eGKKBGS-loltfDomnNyJByxj5_hpgtl-
n4Yy546UuyPWiXl1INwzpAGgzlaoAYxXzzVPPmMhScjduXMmdnEddieNIgmxBBjcOgB3PJYgnpl
THBsMCY-ZTGKcFDin2u12E J\WAXS-

erxxbzFx5XX_laySGOc3pCcarbl\WbXJwe8s6L P4mg6_dOtWi_HbizeBNUmMRwndmYVzj3-
horisfdPAqgygBtEhzoJVibHP4Tcz_A3MPyfEomlmCnTwPhoYWuNDgCxzuSdgorGdiKOkaCia
Arx4AwyRLYh-Fn_UZfmlg7CdMAJuU4CvUTogRZCDb1VHLI6jm-

MKWbmilLgLTSol JfpwCDDtajti3zOrpsyH3JD4c-Mnsi1z28lL dFublwc28Z&theater)

Put on the breaks during your crazy day in West Chester at the Public Library. Relax and browse the shelves
for your next great read (https./www.collegemagazine.com/10-inspiring-books-college-students-read/).

You'll walk about six blocks away from West Chester's main stretch to get to the library. You'll find the library in
a historic building in downtown West Chester, so you can read surrounded by history. In addition to the quaint
indoor space in the library, enjoy a lovely outdoor terrace where you can read and relax on the beautiful
summer day. A block away from the library, you'll find a cute little park called Barclay Park. With lots of trees
and flowers, this serves as another perfect place to read on a nice summer afternoon.

6 PM. CHANNEL YOUR INNER ARTIST AT THE PAINTED PLATE
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facebook.com (https./www.facebook.com/paintedplatepottery/photos
/a.554369027910808.143803.178247058856432/2049000791781040/ ?type=3&theater)

Not only artists can create pottery. At the Painted Plate, anyone can make a one-of-a-kind masterpiece.
Choose from hundreds of pieces such a bowls, vases and animals. The Painted Plate offers over 70 different
glaze paints and speckled paints to decorate your piece. You can also choose from a variety of stencils and
patterns to use on your pottery. Endless time exists for you to make your pottery perfect because the studio
does not limit your time. Make it your own and feel proud of your masterpiece once you finish your work of
art at the Painted Plate.

1 PM. ENJOY A PIZZA DINNER IN WEST CHESTER
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unsplash.com (https./unsplash.com/photos/MQUgbmszGGM)

Visiting a new place gives you an excuse to try their pizza. Every town and city makes pizza their own. You
can't go to West Chester and not eat pizza. Youl'l find an endless of pizza shops to choose from in West
Chester. Because of this, pizza makes for the perfect dinner. “Pizza is a big deal in West Chester," Bilbrough
said. "There's lots of pizza places like Amores, Lorenzo's and Riggtown just to name a few." Amores offers no-
frill, classic pizza at a very reasonable price. Lorenzo's is a bit pricier, but they offer personal pizzas as well as
Sicilian pies. Riggtown is also a little more expensive, but here, you can get specialty pizzas such as honey
mustard chicken pizza and taco pizzas. You will surely find a pizza shop that suits your pizza-loving needs in
West Chester.

8 PM. LAUGH AT REACTORS NIGHT CLUB
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facebook.com (https./www.facebook.com/ReactorsComedyClub/photos
/a.201836626914857.1073741820.183926248705895/384893601942491/ ?type=3&theater)

Everyone needs a good laugh in their life. In West Chester, check out Reactors Night Club for shows that will
make your abs hurt from laughing. They showcase a great line up of stand-up comedians who perform at their
club and want to make you laugh. They also offer open mic nights if you want to start your career as a stand-
up comedian. Come to Reactors Night Club for some laughs, and test out the waters of your very own stand-
up career.

9 PM. GET CREATIVE AT ESCAPE THE ROOM
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facebook.com (https./www.facebook.com/ecapetheroomwc/photos

/?type=3&theater)

Escape Rooms seem to pop up all over the place, including in West Chester. Check out West Chester's Escape
the Room for a great time with your friends. For those unfamiliar, Escape Rooms work like this: You and a
group of people of your choosing get locked in a room, and you must find clues that will help you escape.
You will feel truly accomplished (and also relieved) when you finally escape from the room. Check out West
Chester's Escape the Room for a unique and fun night with your friends.

10 P.M. BEGIN THE BAR CRAWL AT JAKE'S BAR
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facebook.com (https:/www.facebook.com/dailylocalnews/photos
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/?type=1&opaqueCursor-Abog-X_zyF3gnypSohfcUloPbrJXA8XUgiwWB7-
tWZEzjpUOsTBUU4NfNOXJMChZDLMPUIL8XwS98Qspf824-qUQOY8MSGN-
2_VYagOaXUCGyp4D-yWqgoPOnzFhyIMncAFgl_zejcZ80Wep19syo-
QtldLUN8tC4d3_tZ6FuooM7ptgikgPyoKpohoviOveGRWNg1UAGPAXIQXzrMNFmM2G2poBda
EQbYvesyeAtFyvro7qtasYiKT8rdK4VzxE2tTluKt4cOTbsVIgH4WNH1P-
zhgglvVfY2GZAmToXTSp-dDoS47xptRt2ORPjaT1eNwgXWrIBN74ZTS-EOpAFobBi-
KEtgLT5A1PdDITQaltZmE-
omimlA7r7WEHJDTyM_DDMUQq3TDnlbOUr5z0_8frP8rDeNzlpxfZtNLZHMU4evwoZ\X/rdP32
7renjkZP60Zo0ONibigligNJZLdMV0I67jZWnOaSfiEqfFLU8BE3Sjot4SSLGUVKTANG-
BVDrP8IrPLokSonMmk6bhxockX4X6jOcr_fMP40CvLIhoJpQSoML5MUeDyAQvo6oMivorfw
DdihPLlYobxsZG-
dYDc42nYg4SEXw1cMJIMMENP4JZ98HGOHXXYSPLBnoWxrVT11elP1IONAU713PXX5QROFLM
OSDGk6J6h4LkiMthMgEosUzeBXia_dE1LLVm26pl2dasrUYsvhHkmLhg-
S-2GeZfQkoUWQTBY&theater)

College town nightlife tends to get crazy. Check out the downtown scene in West Chester at night, perfect for
a bar crawl. Start off your bar crawl at Jake's Bar, a classic bar in West Chester. Monday through Saturday, you
can get 12-ounce beers for only $1 and $2 glasses of red or white wine.

11 PM. HIT THE NEXT SPOT ON THE CRAWL, SPROUT MUSIC COLLECTIVE
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After bar number one, you'll probably want to shake things up a bit. Listen to some cool live music while you
enjoy a drink. Head over to Sprout Music Collective to keep the energy going. Different groups perform all the
time, so you'll definitely find a group that fits your taste in music. Upcoming events include “A Night of Hip
Hop" and performances by Gina Zo, who competed on The Voice. The venue looks like a typical bar, but
you'l find a stage in the back of the bar for the performers. Their drink menu includes some exciting cocktails
like mango moajitos and peach tea, and they offer lots of different beer including Guinness and Miller Lite.
Dance, drink and enjoy some great music with friends at Sprout Music Collective.

12 AM. STOP BY MAS CANTINA FOR LATE NIGHT FOOD AND MARGARITAS
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facebook.com (https./www.facebook.com/masmexicaliwc/photos
/a.233307870057105.62567.113775052010388/1550345905019955
/?type=3&theater)

Midnight Mexican food sounds like a great idea after a bar crawl. Round out the West Chester bar crawl with
margaritas and Mexican food at Mas Cantina. Mas offers a variety of margaritas, frozen margaritas and
cocktails. Plus, they offer some great deals on their food. Complement your margarita with some delicious
tacos, burritos or fajitas. "Whenever | go to Mas | order their guacamole to share with the table and | always
order their chicken tacos because they are amazing," Powell said. On Mas' website, display a constant
countdown to Cinco de Mayo. Get ready to party and thoroughly enjoy yourself at Mas Cantina.

1 AM. TAKE A LATE-NIGHT STROLL DOWN GAY STREET WITH FRIENDS
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facebook.com (https.//www.facebook.com
/DowntownWestChesterPA/photos
/a.790861034285263.1073741842.164155890289117
/1614585145246177/ ?type=3&theater)

At all times of day, downtown West Chester provides you with fun things to do, including all night. Gay Street,
in particular, creates a crazy night life. You'll find the three bars previously mentioned not far from the main
stretch. Gay Street provides a nice stroll during the day but it gives you a totally different vibe at night. Imagine
different music playing from each bar you pass, people hanging with friends on the sidewalks having lively
conversations, an overall happy and upbeat feeling. Take a stroll with your friends and maybe you'll find
another bar to keep the night going. Endless possibilities exist for the continuation of your night in West
Chester.

2 AM. CURE YOUR MUNCHIES AT INSOMNIA COOKIES
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facebook.com (https./www.facebook.com/insomniacookies/photos
/a.260614403979911.56263.154198687954817/2086929928015007/ ?type=3&theater)

Nothing sounds better to college students than late night cookies. College students from all over love
Insomnia Cookies. Their warm, oven-fresh cookies hit the spot every time. Most locations stay open until 3 am.
every night, so you can satisfy your cookie craving through the night. Choose from a variety of cookies such as
snickerdoodle, double chocolate chunk and peanut butter chip. They also sell ice cream, so you can order
your cookie a la mode. Try their delicious cookiewiches, consisting of a scoop of ice cream between two
cookies. You can't go wrong with this joint.

3 AM. HAVE FUN AT THE WHISPERING WALL AT PHILIPS MEMORIAL BUILDING
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facebook.com (https./www.facebook.com/DowntownWestChesterPA/photos
/a.531395270231842.1073741827.164155800289117/1547408475297178/ ?type=-3&theater)

Looking for a fun game to play with your friends after a crazy night out on the town? Check out the whispering
arches on West Chester's campus, located outside Philips Memorial Building. Originally built in 1927, it looks
like something from a castle. In 1999, the building went through restoration and renovations, and it now
includes the fun feature of the whispering archway. If you stand on one side and someone else stands on the
other, you can communicate by whispering to each other. You can discuss the gossip from your night out
while still respecting those that went to bed early.

4 AM. GRAB A CUP OF COFFEE FROM WAWA TO ENERGIZE
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facebook.com (https./www.facebook.com/wawa/photos
/a.105313888480.86557.69906173480/10155480513633481/ ?type=3&theater)

Nothing compares to a good old Wawa run. Thanks to the convenience of Wawa staying open 24 hours, you
can get your coffee essentials at any time of the day, including 4 am., to round out your amazing day in West
Chester. Find the West Chester Wawa right on Gay Street, so you can stay in the heart of the town while you
re-energize. Every summer, Wawa hosts their annual Hoagiefest. During Hoagiefest, all hoagies cost $5 or
less. If you want an early morning hoagie with your coffee as well, satisfy your cravings at Wawa.

5 AM. WATCH THE SUNRISE
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pexels.com (https./www.pexels.com/photo/blur-caffeine-cappuccino-close-up-343425/)

After a crazy and fun-filled day in West Chester, end your day in a relaxing way. Round out your trip to West
Chester by watching the sunrise. Nothing beats a beautiful sunrise. Gay Street runs east to west, so get ready
for some beautiful shots of the sunrise right on the main street. The parks in West Chester also offer a great
spot to watch the sunrise. If you want to take a break from the main strip, head back to Stroud's Preserve,
another great sunrise location. Marshall Square Park also offers some sick views. Sit in one of their cute
gazebos or at the picturesque Victorian fountain. No matter where you decide to watch, enjoy watching the
sunrise with your friends and take it all in.
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About Anastasia Brown

Anastasia is a senior at Temple University with a major in English and minors in theater and communication
studies. She loves writing, theater, dancing, laughing, traveling, and eating mac and cheese.

You May Also Like

College Magazine is the national daily guide to campus life. Our articles for college students feature university rankings of U.S. colleges, college
guides, academic advice, college prep, career advice, student health and collegiate dating tips.

Written by students for students, by a team of journalists from universities nationwide, we're on the pulse of the college experience.
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